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F uneral services for Robert Lewis Gillilan, 65, of Longview, will be 1 p.m.

Wednesday, March 3, 2010, at Macedonia Baptist Church with burial at
Rosewood Park Cemetery in Longview. He died Thursday, February 25, 2010, in

Longview of natural causes.

Lew was born June 23, 1944, in Fanwood, New Jersey, to Robert Lewis Sr. and Dorothy "Dede"
Gillilan. He was raised in Park Ridge, Illinois, and attended Northwestern Military Academy and
Elmhurst College. He served in the U.S. Army as a specialist from 1967 to 1969 at the DMZ in

Korea. Lew accepted Jesus the Messiah as his Lord and Savior in November 1970. He worked as a
plastics engineer in Illinois, where he met and married Janet on August 2, 1975. He worked in

California before moving to Israel to work as a production manager.

Lew returned to the United States in 2001 and settled in Longview, where he and his wife
founded the Messianic congregation Beit Shomrim, and he was ordained in 2009. He was also

instrumental in organizing the Messianic congregation Adat Eloha Chai within Telford Prison in
New Boston. Lew was a gifted and devoted teacher and friend to all who knew him.

He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Suzanne.

Lewis is survived by his wife, Jan; his children, Joy and Jay Hopping, Staff Sgt. Stephen Gillilan,
retired Staff Sgt. Paul and Melissa Gillilan and Elizabeth Gillilan of Longview; seven

grandchildren; sister, Margery Johnson of Hickory, North Carolina; and brother, Bruce Gillilan of
Prospect Heights, Illinois.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the R. Lewis Gillilan Memorial Fund at Community

Bank.

The family will be sitting shiva at the family home.
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Anonymous posted:

I would like to extend my deepest condolences to friends and family.##imported-begin##Rabbi

Katherine Hall##imported-end##

March 1 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I am deeply saddened by the news of Lew's Home-going. His impact during his time in Longview

and the warmth of his friendship will be deeply missed. I will miss his smiles, his bear hugs, and

his spiritual insight during the Lunch Bunch discussions, especially.##imported-begin##Caroline

Geer##imported-end##

February 28 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Robert by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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